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Introduction

'Ihe importzrnce attached to Rr)man archaeolpgy in portugal from the dawn of the
lwentieth centllry extended its boundary
.{ntiquity, which some prefer tr refer to
of this framework rarely ventu:.ecl past th
in references and effective knowledge for
pi'esence. Ìn the inventories of Le Estácio cla Veiga, Abel Viana
and others, the material labeiled inantly frorn necropolises, is
e:xamined alongside the RomrLnl. i_Visigoth period progressed
timidly and in archaeologicar ter ; sugtained by coilecting preces, some of
"vhich 

went to museums, othels to private cdilections2: decor.ateá stones, capitals,
--. 

h"b.l Cristinn f"r,rondes is the author of ,.Ìvíecìi

Ì!Iacias is the author of"Islarnic archaeol,rgy in portugaÌ,', 
LeriaÌ cÌrristian archaeology in Poltugal"; Santiago

I Refers to VIANÀ, Abel, "suevos e Visjgodos ir,o Baijro Alentejo,,, Brncnro AtLgtLsta, 1959:.{LÌ'IEÌDA,F::rnarndo de, Arte visigóticn em Portttgtl, Lisbon, 1962, af well as'other n.ti.t", u'i-eto'so d' paço andVergílio Correia.
? L] addition to the various 

',voll s edited at the tin[e on tÌlis lopic, sever.aÌ internationzLÌ scientiiìcmeetings heÌcÌ in Braga between 1950 ard 1965 sÌro'Ìtl be Ìrighlighred. ir;p;";";t;gs rvere pr.rblishe<ì in
L:,]i::ïï:i::ï :":,'8^'::'.:::::1'j'::lf 'n' 

tirïl tvtu"liclpaiae n."g". FoNiES, Luís o, 'ArqueoÌogia
lv4edievalPoltugttesa",ArqueologìndtHisiúin,vo7 54:ArcltLeflogia2000.ialatrçodeun|tséculo6eltnestignçao
.4 r qu e o I ó gì c a en p o r t ugal (2002), (pp, 22.1.23 B), p. 223.
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Introduction

The importance attached to Roman a in Portugal from the dawn of the
twentieth century extended its boundary to
Antiquity, which some prefer 1.o refer to as t
of this framework rarelyventured past the
in references and effective knowledge for t
presence. In the inventories or Leite de V
and others, the material labelted Visigothic,
examined alongside the RomanÌ. Stucly of
timidly and in archaeological terms, was s

to what is commonlyknown as Late
Visigoth period. But the chronology

rth to flfth centuries, a gap remaining
following centuries up to the Islamic

Estácio da Veiga, Abel Viana
predominantly from necropolises, ìs

he Suevi-Visigoth period progressed
tained by collecting pieces, sorne of

which went to museums, others to private lections2: decorated stones, capitals,

Ì Christian archaeology in portugaÌ',; Santiago

AÌentejo", Bracara Augusta, 1959; ÀLMEIDA,

Vergílio Correia.

'?In addition to the various works edited at the t

s weÌl as other articles by Afonso do paço and

on this topic, several international scientific
meetings heÌd in Braga between 1950 aod 1965 should be
the jonrnaÌ Bracara Augusta, an edition by thè Câmara Mu
Medieval Portugtesa", Arqueologia 6 Hi:.tióriaivol 54:
A.rqueológica em Portugal (2002), (pp. 22 t-238), p. 223.

righlighted. The proceedings were published in
icipal de Braga, FONTES, Luís O., l\rqueologia

2000. Balanço de um Século de Investigação
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steÌes, tombstones, coins ancl some potterf. I ernando cle Aplayer in the first medieval archaeoÌogical rn.,.estigation int,
Visigoth periods with the study of .,Visrgoth,,stones 

(from V
Lisbon, Abiul and Soure) ancì excavatiois in C,drinhas, São
Nazaré (1965-66) and ldanha-a_Velha (from 1956)5. Accordi

l:lllrd:,: 
it was atso Fernando de Atmeida vrho designed tfor classifying the finds of this period (in threr: stylistic foc

and Olissipo), based on the current historiography at penin
studies.

Archaeologically interest in the high medievaÌ period a
Ages traces its roots to the restoration- processes frorn the
twentieth century, following the charnpioning cf the Middle
and Violiet-le-Duc principles. Th" ur.hu.ologicaÌ frend prr
studies of history and art, linked as they were to the actions o
dos Edifícios e Monurnentos Nacionais, served as a foundatio
of criteria related to the unit of styte. Furthermor e, rêsearch in
fitted nicely with the nationarist stance of the EstadoNovo in t
with the centenar'1r ç.mmemorationsT. The renoyrrtion of doze
chapels and monasteries, which r^rere seen as the hallmarks
glories and values identified with the portuguese peopÌe, hacÌ a
the ìmage of monuments, almost always -ái".rul. Despite the
the archaeoÌogical procedures, in terms of methtd ãnd being I
archjtectural and sculptural artefacts and pieces, we can say arcl
on the high medrLeval period began here, in the legitimate shr
reconstruction. Hlowever, it rvas beginning in th: 70g, accentu
Portugal, that a hne ofarchaeological resJarch based on inno,
thoroughness began to emerge, approximating to European pÍato this was the enormous investment in university training,
Universities of Oporto and Lisbon.

s In the 70s Fernando de Ahneida rvas already carrytng orrt u,o1k in the san(1970)'Troia (r970 and 1978)'Torre de paÌma (i%, ôü;r" de r zinhais - AÌcácer6 FERNANDES, panlo A., ..O contrtbuto ã"í.ïJir""o" de Áhneida....7 Comrlemor.ating in i941 the Foundation ãi ú. eo.t,,grrese Nation (11Independence (I640) froÀ Sparn.
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Religious spaces

The studies of Carlos A. Fer:eira cle Alm
focussing on road networks (1 )6g) ancÌ on
and archaeological approaches to castles
Portugal (1978 and 1986). For relisious s

the church of Santa Marinha da Costa (Gu
firsI stratigraphic records ofthis period in
succession of temples from Srrevi_Visigoth
da Costa church, exemplary in terms of t
and restorer, served Real to clt:monstrate the
meclieval builclings in understanfling their
identified the first known cav: hermitage in
herrnits caves in the Amarant: and Resende
completed a study on necropolises and med
(fifth to fifteenth centuries) an<l went on to
from the pre-Roman period (1990) and the
For his part, Luís Fontes startr:d digs at the
1988). The journal Arquelogia, with twent
,de Estudos Arqueológicos do l,orto (GEAp)il
dynamism that characterised z.rch4eological

8 By way of example, the research in ihe Ria de
studying vessels and ceramics from the dfteenth cent
e Subaquática - CNANS); as do the ex:avations in the
líkewise research bythe Centro de Histór,ia deÂÌém_Mar.
in Faial, Ángra clo Heroísmo, Azamor (fi.om the 6fteenth
of Cidade Velha, in Cape Verde and in Ì\l acau (CÌementino

e REAL, Manuel Luís, "Convento rla CoSta (Guima
no, Ì (i980), pp.3s-37.

r0 The resuÌts have not been publis hed.
'' Vítor Oliveira ]orge was the dir.ector of the jou

ISLAMIC ÂN CHRISTÌANIVIEDIEVALARCFÌAEOLOGY I55

nd the regeneration ofhistoric centres.
lation for monitoring works and the

singly crucial to the improvement of
al studies of meclieval Christianitg

made of the

on underwa
t of an "archaeology of the

maro).
História e Arque ologid', Arqueologia fOporto],

I and C. A. Ferreira de Almeida was part of the

research along the portuguese coast
noïth western t of Africa and the Atlantic islancls,

on the high Middle Ages began by
ieval architecture, intersect ing artistic

nd mounds in central and northern
, the excavations of Manuel Real in
arães 1980, 1981, 1985) unveiled the
north west of Portugal, revealing a

Roman. The excavation of the S. M.
cooperation between archaeologist

urgency of archaeological research on
ruction and usee. In Sabariz. he

Portugal and continued research into
ion1o. In l9B7,Márto ]orge Barroca

gÍayes in Entre-Douro-e-Minho
rch architectural decorative features

rst castles of the Reconquest (1991).

i-Visigoth basilica in Dume (1982

volumes published by the Grupo
ween 1980 and 1993, expressed the

esearch in the northern region.

iro stands out, with excelÌent results as regards
ry (Centro Nacional de Arqueologia Náutica

estuaÍy (Museu de Portimão and CNÂNS):
University ofLisbon and University ofAçores,
ry to modern times); and excavations in ihe Sé



ry6 TFÌE HrsroRtocRApHy oF MEDIEVAL IoRTUGAT (:. 1950_2010)

The 90s were fertile years in the devel,tpment of a
research on churches of the high Middle Ages. Notable
excavations of Barroca and Real at the church of São Torcat
Gonçalves Guimarães at the church Bom fesui de Gaia (l
Macias at Mértola basilica (19g3),lustino Macjel at the chu
Laranjeiras, Alcoutim (1996),Inês Vaz at Viseu basilica (2
in São Gião da Nazaré (2000-2005), among others, Their invr
identification of clifferent architectural rnúers rf christian c
within the same c;hronological frame. L. Fonte;r2 judged that
was based on the diversity of geo_political organisatlon betwee
centuries, with the: northern r.egion coming undr:r the influ
and Tours and the south of Byzantium and Norr.h Africa. Wit
Arqueologia Cristçi Hispânica (I992)t3, discussions related to
more heated and exposed the crucial nature of fit:ld work on Í
tor Ìnstance in São Ctrcufate and Monte da Ce1;onha _ Vidig
Torre de Palma - Monforte, at Sítio dos Mosteirrrs _ portel, M<
Championing the influenCe of Islamic art in l{isppno_Goth
their appropriatiorrL of earlier models gained a new vigour and
Merida debates (,Ì000)14. Real's works on the m,rnastery of Fr
group labelled portucalense oÍ'decoratir.e sculpture in portugi
importance of Coirnbrzr and the Oporto region irr the ninth a
regional centres of artistic procluction with a retrrrn to the r:l
and supra-regional recourse) and recognised the increasing ca
discussing Mozar,a'bism for the northern region, as welr as the
certain rigid concepts and recognise the comple>:ity of the c
Mediterranean area. paulo A, Fernandes contr;buted consi
through his study of Lourosa church, a descen<lant of the

Academic Board for the À4edievar ArcÌraeology sectior. A fu.th., tlrr"[ãtio,'. of t
belr+.een 1999 and 200I.

]: f-O.\]TES, 
Luís O., 'A::queoÌogia MedievaÌ portuguesa,,. .. , pp .227-22g.

'3 Held in Lisbon jn 1992, proceedings publisheã ín IV Reuntoo de ALisbon, uni'er:sidade de Barcerotr"T unru"rriã"á" N-'" a" iirfo 
^,'í".i'"i"í^,'r'óiï"

,"-,-,-'1,T".:trefertotheseminarsheldperiodicaÌlyinMérida,cJrieflytìre1ó99,r"r,
Y:.*!fr: entre ta antíguittad tardia y to àito ndod u";t;Ìil;;;;l;;jõ,',íj;;
y^1T:91 f,lcooLds.l, Y,:,s:d::y _oy?),at. rrtt debate entrìh antilluiáaà tardia y rì t
Consorcio Monumentaì dela Ciudad de Ìvrérida / CSÌC, ,oóó1"'ÁÁïiï^*':ü{r;;

rs REAL, ManueÌ Ì,rLís 
,.Mosteiro 

de Fráguas'o contexto do.rré_rgmânico da

i,:iiï:.:j,,yi:t?.1:;,":.::ÍIERNaxrÈs, rsaber crisrìna F (coÔrd.s.), Muçu
Tejo e o Douro (Sécs. vIil a xIII),parmera, câmara Municip.r a" l"ìrr.rJ;;_üï.;;

16 REAL, Manuel l'ís, ..A escultura decorati'a em portugal: o g'opo portuià
ZOREDA, L., and MATEOS CRUZ,p. (eds.), Escultura decoratit,a tt.rd.oi.yomanay
Ibérica, (annexes of Aesp,4,41), Madrid, CSIC,200Z
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oviedo from the ninth cenr:ury, which forlcecl a rethink of the extent of Asturitrn
influence' Deconstructing tlLe visigoth moÈÍel arnd putting fonvarcl approaches th;it
favour lorrger chronorogical sets, trris L:ese4rcher has arso workecl on the Mozarab
presence in the so'th, Lrsing finds frorn Lis$on, sines and Beja. Evidence of the high
Nliddie Ages is also i,videsp:eard in Àziilreut (Far.o)r7 a.r.i lráia (Grândola)Ìs, where
enhanceme't programrnes iÌ-re unde^,vay, a'd it is aÌso important to record the
latest finds from MértolaLe arLd Vila Verde de Ficalhoru

As regards high medievll ChristianÌty, archaeologicaÌ exca,zations in cÌr'rcÌres,
abbeys ancl rnonasteLiesr :

investigirtions and restoratior
We highlight rhe f'ollowilg: r

de Tibães, the monastery of I

t " 
latter is a goocl ex4inple of an integrated project, bringing, lïrï"'*","ïïiï#i'ilï1":ïïï:i::"ïítiï*:l

a wicle range oífinds that iliustrates the claily lives of the Clares, commu'itf4. The
convent of são Francisco in santarém2s is pn exa'pÌe of excar.ation in churcrres
ancÌ necropolises where the cc

knowledge orthe popuration 'i*lr:lf;ïJ;ïtljtï""#rfl:
knowiedge by recovering and êtic material26. paleoecorogical studies2T
have also addecl valuable inf<rrmation i' te{ms of understanding the q'otidian _
dietary prar:tices, farming ancI livestock_rear[ng practices2s.

ber tl-re ar-chaeolc
regeneration pro
Ìio, .,&Ier.tola cr.is vaz Pinto.

Crístcio ofl zoto 1i' pr", iturns do stLl

2010 di deúate on the mc .n Ìvlértola i'
4 WOLFRAÌvÍ, À,Iélanie, and SOI.RES jAntónio

,1e São Jorge (ViÌa Verde cle FicaÌho),,, lb cì. pÌo da Igreja
rt In adclition to those nìeÌÌtiore,Ì, tÌrer.e have Ì àvations in other chur.ches and;lonasterìes: Rendufe, pornbeiro, Flor.drL Rosà, Rates, ( s Júnias.

. . 
22 Instituto Português do.patrimi nio AÌ.cÌuitect( titnto cle Gestáo cìc patrimónior\rqu*ectónico 

': 
Arqr.reorógico 

""""itü;ï.ï::Ëãìr,""ï:r,:ï::",:;Í:Ïï::i"::,Írqs: 
and rsss

r cuNHA' Etrgénia,'Anttopologiafísica e paleoa.trlopotogica em portrgaì: um balance,,, Arclueologír.reF His tó ria, v ol. 5 4: A rqt teolo g ia 20 0 0. . ., t. 26i.
27 carried out in Po'trLgal b)' the centro tigaçho em Paleoecologìa HLurana e Àrqueociências ofthe Instituto Português de Arqueologia, .row d
2s A recent thesis gives a view on c eath i upon archaeological dattr lìom Lisbor

Idode Ì4édia. ContribrLto ÁrqtLeológico
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As regards tÌre urilitary oïders, worÌ< has fc cused orl Çast
do Sal, and Mértola)re although work has also been underta
rnonasteries, such as in Évora, Flor da Rosa, (Jrato and ï
twelfth to thirteenth century necropolis for priests of the
Portuguese version of St, James) was excavated, e long with a
and mililary contexts fr-om the same period of lep endary clas
and Portuguese3r

Ar ch a e olo gy of ar chit e ctur e

AppÌied essentially to the rnedieval religious heritage, excavatj
of architecture occLrr most frequently as part of ir.tegrated rec
and regeneration programmes for monuments. this rnethod
reading of the construction, complementing artistic and a
and resolving questions of development and atl:ibution. F[o
done, problems arising frequeritly over the thoro rghness of the
on rvhich it is based, and which is its most oneïo ls aspect. The
da Nazaré, Rendufe monasteï1., Idanha-a_Velha ciLthedral and
been some of the lmonuments that have benefitt:ed from com
analysis of the construction32. Currently, archar:ology compa
of initiative when it comes to these studies anc even traini
to restrictions to minimise disturbance laid dou n by the resl
This is the case with excavations in downtown (loimbra3a, in
in Lagos3s, in the cunhas house, santar, Neras36:.nd in the enir
viseu diocese 37. The unidade cre Arqueologia of rhe university

2e Under IsabeÌ Cristina Fernancles (palnela), A, Cavalriro paíxão (A1c
AlqueoÌógico de Mértola (MértoÌa).

::_U]Ì-dï Ana Gonçalves (Ér,ora), Maria pilar lìeis (FÌor da iìosa) and Salette drrl FERNANDES, Lsabel Cr.isti'a F., O Castelo de paln.tela: da islântico Go ct.isÍão
/ Câma:'a MunicipaÌ de paÌmela,2004.

32 Ïre first two were carrie d out by IppAR in coopet ation r^ ìth the teatr fi:omIrvestigaciones cientifica, (GSIC) frorn futacrr id, headei by Luis cabaÌrero zorerl.a a

:l li": :l:Y:,:1".rJ:j: 
o*l 

ï" 
R am aÌrr o qppARJ 

""a 
r,ì, Í".u", ì ffi ; ;; ;;;;

*:.Y::,':tl 
the 

lhirj, in,the scope of ihe project ,a'q*"úgì" aì ;ril;;;ï
llll:T."0:*.,fo:r"qutj uncler..the..prágrár,ra Naáonalã" irr"-rdiã"2ì""ì
Inovação Tec'ológica de Espa'ha,', with CaiaÌlero, Mar.ia RanraLho #;:;ì";;;;

^x 
A^Dryas Arqueologia or ganised a course entitled ..Introdu 

;ão à Arquelogia(Noi,. 2009).
! BASÍLIO, Lilia, and ALMEIDA, Miguel (DRyAS Arqueolol;ia), .,O 

pr.ojecto de z
na Baixinha de Coimbra (Coimbra, por.tu galj", Arqueología di ta Aì,7uitectura,'no. Z eó

]: yrìqer the 
'esponsibility 

of Lúciã Miguei Ritaêaspar, ca-Ìos pi'to cle orivei16 Under the resfon{ìibility of Maria de-Fátima Beja e'Costa iAReUEOIIOJE).
17 Under rhe responsibility of Nádia Figneira (ARiìUEOHO E)
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developecl a programme in the archaeoÌog;y of architecture in the Braga 
'rban 

area,the best example of which is the buirclinfnumb"ru forty-tÌrree to forty_nine in R'ados Biscainhos3s' Instituto cLe Gestão clo P4trimónio Arq'ritectónico e Ârq'eológico(IGESPAR) is currently corrdurcting work of this kind, in the sphere of renovating
trncl adapting the Í'ormer <:onvenr of the Santíssimo sacramento (Lisbon)re anclthe convent of cristo - crcjster of Neces$icladesa'.'fhe Spanìsh Arclueorogrít Çrs lctArcltLitech'Lra joutrnal cÌissefi,inates and prdmotes scientiÍìc investrnent in this area,including on that is undertaken in portugall.

A'other ir*ge boost to chrir;tia' archaeology of the high and rate Middre Ages hasbeen provided by research into trrban are{rs. Braga, Oporto, Coimbra, Santarrém,Lisbon, Ahnada, palmera, Ìivora, Mér.tola1 Tavira :rnd Silves have be,:n some ofthe main centres with systenatic digs ancl the clissemination oÍ resuh:s. The ÍÌrststeps in urban archaeology were take' úith the 
'rban 

rescue project in Braga
in 1976 (which afterwarcls 

e Arquelogia
he sa ne city ìn 1994). \,Vh project was
ature of the team agd its s corìponent.
t was the Casa do lprfante in Oportoa2. Starting in I99I, ahuge team was plÌt together r,,rhich, worlcing in an integrated and methodologicalry

innovative fashion, took records ancl concluçted studies of major interest for levels
between the fourteenth ancl l;ixteenth centUries, focussing on ceramic production
in particular.

The major excavations in Lisbon starled in the 1gg0s on the casa dos ÌJicos.r3 andin the 90s on the Sé cathedral r,vhere strala figm rate Antiquity were identified. From
1995, são ],rrge castÌe was stz.ge to consic erâble archa"oìogi.ur work, cc,ordinatedby Ana Gomes and AÌexa;rdra Gaspar (Instituto português do património
Arquitectónico - IppAR), revaaling Isramic and post-Re.o.rqï"rt christian strata,

r FoNl'ES' Luís' cATALÃo, Soâa, and ALVES, ÌvldfaÌcia, "Arq.eologia da Arqr-Litectura er.Ì1 coniexto

Hoi;::r;"Í*t':s 
a partir de 3 exemplos 

'la cicla.Ìe de Braga, Po rtrrgar", Ârclueo-login-aa'rt).q,itrrt,r.n, no.7 (2010),
re under the responsibiÌity of Luis Fontes, Soâa cata]leo, José Sendas ancÌ Ìvlár.io pimenta - L,nìcÌade dearqueoÌogia of r:he university of Mir ho lvith trre colÌabor alion of ìvlaria Ramalho.

, Franeisco S mos.

lìona n th neFtioni e autÌtor,s studies on thr: portLrgnese

(re82), Abadia \/elha cìe salze.das (re83), São p",r,o d,. i"lli,iÍïrr", ,,"Jï:rlïïà;::#lïï,1ï*ï:(ìoirnbra (1ee4Ì,tï: 
Ii.:ll" ,1" 

Fora (19 e5), Se do rorto (ilp4), alnong otÌrers.

Urben spaces

rr Direcird by Clementirro Anrar,
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in addition to the occupations of the fourteenth to
palace of the Bispos e dos Condes de Santiago. Other excavat
resulting from urban reorganisation and works of note, have
Iast decade in various parts ofthe city oflisbor. They have
City Council / Museu da Cidade, Ministry of rlulture
companiesaa. Of the excavations of the Museu <la Cidade (p

and monitoring work), those showing vestiges of the med
work in Rua dos Douradores,PraçaMartim Mc,niz, Travessa

Calçada da Graça.

F ortifi cations, terre strial planning and lands ca p e

Despite the fact that interest in regenerating arrd renovating
the Estado Novo, it is since the 1990s that they ÌLave been ana

manner, with particular emphasis on the archaeological.
studies of pre-Islamic urban defencesas stan<l out among
into fortifications of the late Antiquity period. In a consi
Conímbriga, Coimbra and Faro, he surmised that there was

of the equipment used, between the fortifications of the late
the first Islamic fortifications and that a defensive architectur
right up until the Reconquestaó. Mário Barrocab studies

historical-archaeological analysis of medieval Portuguese
article Do castelct da reconquista ao castelo românicoaT opens

on perspectives for reading medieval military architecture a
research on armarnents, epigraphy and architect ural decorat
the castle of the Reconquest is associated with tlLe early days

In the north of the country there are various projects
castles, some with interpretations of the viliag:s they were

conservation and regeneration guidelines for mcrnuments and
There are countless examples: Montalegre castle (António A
(Paulo Dordio Gomes), Miranda do Douro, Algoso, Penas

aa Of these excavations, those carried out downtown are worth
Português (BCP) and Mandarim Chinês, at the Fundação Ricardo Espírito Santo,
in São João da Praça.

45 DE MAN, AdrÍaan, Defesas Urbanas Tardias da Lusitinia, doctoral thes
FL-UP,2008,.

a6 IDEM, "Três muralhas urbanas e alguns dos seus p robl':mas", Al-Madan,
47 BARROCA, Mário Jorge, Do Castelo da Reconquista ao Castelo

Comissâo Portuguesa de História MiÌitar, 1994,
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(Direcção Regional de cr-rrtura cÌo Nort$ castresrs ancr Ansiães castÌe (A. LuisPereira and IsabeÌ Alexanclra Lopes). Thb Ansiães casile research project.re is apïlÍÌe example of an inlerdisciplinary appiroach ancl is one lhat marries extensiye
archaeoÌogy, both panorairLic and mr:nographic, to arcÌrival researcrr. The idea
wâs to understand the proe esses beirincl its construction and the changes to theeconomic, demographic, scci:rl iincl cuÌtqr;rl retrlities underÌying the slruclural
r.v' u"f ire warle d 

;**ï ï*"ï*ü*ffi iïïï,:,,,I,;"ï,:;Ï
liurn tradition linking trre most strii<ing contours ol,the area

wrth the status of power ar-rcl spatiai contr(Ì (coordìnation by António N{. Silva)sr.
Various archaeological exca'rations have b+en carriecl out on meclieval. walls ancl
castles in the centre region vrith important resr-rlts in terms of undelslanding hor,v
urban defensive syste'rs evolvecl: Viseu52, Tirancosor., Castelo Rodrigos.r, Gnarda5i,
Celorico dir Beiras6 and Torre s VeclrassT, urrtôrrg others.

The use of archaeology -o characterise settlements in the meclieval periocl has
also made good headway, esp(rcially in úre úondego region and the Nort5. Catarina
Tente htrs worked since 2002 on settlement strategies in this region betwerrn the âfth
ancÌ twelfth centuries. FIer work involyes prolspecting and surveying graves dug into

Regenerirtion project- recent y pr.esentecì by A]IvIARÀL, paulo, ..Os 
casteÌos da t:iria do lestetlansÌnonfano. Projectos d Valorização,', in Fort 

.

tSè.s. VI o ),VI). IcLas do II itnpósio Ittternacionol

. '. ft. rrchireolugical reiearch projcct, [s
rlesetwoltitnenlo urbano dn viln medítvnl cle Ansi
research ìnto l:oedìevaÌ histor.y that Ìtts r.un since 19
dir ViticLLÌttLra Durieuse e do Vinho cl r porto (GEFI\
Urriversity of Oporto.

50 PEREIRA' A Luís' and LoP.ls, Ìsabel A. .1 , Pairimónio Arqtteológico do corrcellto de cnrrazedacle Ansìães, carrazeda cÌe Ansiães, cr'Lrnar.a NlunicipaÌ 
_cle 

carrazedâ de insia.s, ,oos, pp. 79_r28. Thervork involvecì specralists ir pareobìoLrgy, n..h""o',"t"ìr,1.g1,, paleocarpoÌ";t,-;;;;;""r""rog.1,, chemistry,photogrammei:ry and history oí' art,jr SILVA' António ÌvI (coolc1.), À[emóritts cla f-et'ra. Patrinúnio Arqueológìco clo corrcelln tle At.ouca,'Aro'ca, cârnara Ìvl'nicipaÌ de Arouca,2004, and s.tLVAl À.tónio ÌvI., and nisEIno, ÌvIa'uela,.,castelos'coqueilosdaregiãodeAt'ouca-contex:ohistóricoeeleme6tosarqueológicos", itFortilìcnçõeseTettitótiouaPenh*ula Ibéritrca e no Ìv[agreb (Sécs V.l n XVI). ,srsÀRAivA, Anísio' cARVALFto, Peclro Sob'al a]'cÌ cHÉNEy, Antónìo,'As..Lralhirs cÌe viseu,ruplurâ e conti.rLuidacle: da Antiguidadc TiÌrdìa ao finalda Idacie Ìvtédìa',, ibici.! FERREIRÀ, ìvlaria do cé'anrl LoBÃo, foão car]los, 'A'queoiogia no casteÌo de Tr.a.coso: 
'or.osdados par:i o esiudo da fortiÊcacâo,,. ibitt.

ibicì. 
s I FRADII' Helena ancl AIBUQU IRQUE. Elisa, "o QasteÌo de casteÌo Rodrigo: história e arqrLeologia,,,

55 PEREÌììA' vítor and cAÌvIEIIo, Alcina, "os siste$ras delènsivos cla Guarcla Nleclieval contrib.tos['arlì o seu conhecimento',, ibidÍ ÌvIARQUES, António Cirrlos, ,,() 
castelo cle C,eloric! da Beira,,, ibiclt LUNA' Ìsabel and cARDoso, 3uilherme, ':1. urbq de Torr:es ve6r.as e a suaì cer.ca r.r1ecÌieva,,, ibid
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the rock along vrith the excavations at penedo dos Mouros, a

More recently, new projectsse have enabled her -o characterise
century occupation of the Qrper Mondego, which take the
viÌlages / hamlets endowed with defensive strrctures. In
the economy ancl the daily lives of these popula:ions, arc
new questions to Ì>e raised about the social stru<:ture of these c
ways in rvhich t.bey dealt with the authorities6r. The Capinh
Constança G. dos Santos)6r and also the project under Carlos
Cova da Beira62 Íbcus analysis of the settlement rn the identifi
of the graves dug into the rock, a huge field study that Mário
the eighties for Entre-Douro-e-Minho, which influenced the A
the Évora6a region, and various other studies scaÍtered around t
the one currently faking shape in the Beiras.

Still in the northern region, archaeological projects
Iandscape and structure of rnedieval settlemerrt in the Alto
and Alr'a, Viseu and Riba Côa65 areas aÍe ongoi rg. The ,.Ciste

project, coordinated by Ricardo Teixeira, gave mr)nastic a

dimension in terrns of the landscape and layout of the area. t3en

run together research on written documents with arc
and excavation rvith a view Ío obtaining geo-rrpatial readi
settlement strategy in these regions. For the mid-Douro valley,

$ TENTE, Catarir.ra, ,4 OctLpação Alto-Medíeyal da Enco:ta Noroeste dq Ser
Arqueologia 47, Lisbon, Instituto Por-tuguês de Arqueologia, 2002

5e ProjecÍ Estrat'íg'ìas de po.voanrento no AIto Mondego - SJctLlos VII a XII,
Project Alto A,Iondego: tt l'ra de íronteira enfi e Cristãos e ÀIuçulnanos, approved
Catt:ina, Arqtteologia tVIedìetal Cristã no Alto l\'tondego, Ocupaçi o e exploraçõo nos
DoctoraÌ Thesis, Lisbon, FCSH UNL.2010,

fl EADEÀ4, "Viver em autarcia. O Alto Moudego entre os s lculos V eXi,,, in M
oscuros? Territorio y sççipdad en el centro de la Península Ibérica (;iglos lzI-X), Salama
"Dos Bárbaros ao Reino de Portugal. o te.ritór'io de celorico da 3eira nos séculos v
ãa Histú ia, Celorico drr Beìra, pp. -50-66; EADEM, Arqueologia )dediettal A.istã no
exltloroçao tros séculos Iz n ,YI, DoctoraÌ Thesis, Lisbon, FCSH-UN t,, 2010.

6l Designatiorr o:Fprojects: Catarila Tente - A Ocupaçao Alto-Ìt4ediet,al da .

Estrela: Maria constanciì G, dos Santos - Antigui dade Tnrdia e tLlta ldade À4édi a
sepulttn'os escrtt,odas wt t'ocln e a orgaúzaçõo do pol)oaü1ento.

6'z Designatio:r o:f 1he project: Necrópoles e sepultul as escat,adas na rocln na
d VÌEIRA, Ì\4arina 4., Alto Paiyo. poyoafllerLto nas époctts rotnafla e

Arqueologia 36, Lisbon, Lrstituto Português de ArqueoÌogia,20(,4.
' TENTE, Catarina and LOURENÇO, Sardr-a, "sepulturas medíevais do d

P o r t u gu e s a d. e Ar qu e ol.o g i a, vol. 5, no. I (20 02), pp. 239 -2SB
r's We refer to the foìlowing projects: Da Serra da Nat,e ao Vouga: paist

Antiguidade Tardia. e a Alta ldade Médìa, directed by Mari'a Afo'so Vieira; O
Esí.ratégias de Povoafllento desde a Pré-Histórì.a à Idade A4éd.la, urder the r-esponsibiÌ
O Poyoantenío Alto MetJieml entre os rios Dão e Alva, directedby Sandr.a Lourenco
Jorge Adolfo Meneses Ìr4a;:ques and for- Riba Côa, the wor.k of Ifrz ki Martín Viso.
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between castles and commltnications66.
in the South, archaeoloqical anal

the Islamic period67, proviling a reaclin
Reconquest6s, complemente I by historical
Fernandes6e for the frontier society ofthe
The excarration of the mourrd Alferce cast
an initial reacling of settlen ent of the
government's interest, and that of local au
casties has also prompted a.vide range of
region. Many of these excar.ations are on
major pr,rblic or private und,:rtakings, as i
inventories to be updated ancl emergency
castles and urban areas / historic centres
Sesimbra, Alcácer do Sal, l4oura, Mérto
Aljezur. For the greater part, the Islamic
levels from and aÍ1er the Re:onquest are
information for studying daily lives ancl t

The international symp,tsia on castles,
cle Fortificações na penínsukL Ibérica e no
Palmela in 2000, and the se:ond, ..Forti

e no Magreb (Sécs. VI a XVI),', which was
important occasions for disc rssing and sha
archaeological research resul:s for this area

úLIMÂ, António M. de Carvrlho, ..povoament

Epoca da Monarquia Asturiana,,, in FIRNÁNDEZ CON
Symposium Internacional poder y SimL ologia en Europa
Estudios fu[edìevalas, Anexo no.2, Ovir:do, pp. ZZl,Z.iOri.il
de Comunicação no Médio Vale do Dc,uro (SécuÌos IX_XI
e rto Magreb (Sécs. VI a XVI)...

. 
67 Chiefly that of MACIAS , Sant.ago, Mértola, o

ArqueoÌógico de tuIértola, 2006.
6e I refer to the studies ofsantiago Macias and

ArchaeoÌogy).
@ FERNANDES, Hermenegildo, Entre Mouros e Cri,

ínterior (séculos XII-XilI), doctoral úesi;, Lisbon, FL{JL,2(
ro BOISSELIER, Stéphane, Nalss uce d,une ldentiré

l',lslan à la,Reconquête (Xe-XVte Sièclts), ÍN_CM, Lisbon
au vortugal, Paris, Centre Culturel Cal,ruste Gulbenkian.

'r MEULEMEESTER, fohnny, GRANGÉ, Marh
Povoamento altimedievaÌ na Serra de Àlonchique (séc. V
de Alfer^ce, Monchique, Fàto |OO ),,, X.ELB, no.e tZOOOj,7'zThe firsL was organised. by the l4unicipality ofp;

73 The proceedings from the lst iiymposium were
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be understood through the relationship

of settlement have focussed more on
of the area that remains valid for the
proaches such as those ofHermenesildo

hwest region, or those of BoisselierT0.
for the high Middle Ages has allowed

chiqueTl region to be tested. The central
ities, in preserving and regenerating

aeological excavation in the southern
ing, and the survey work has followed

the case with Alqueva dam. They allow
xcavations to take place. The following

of note here: Lisbon, palmela, Setúbal.
, AÌcoutim, Tavira, Cacela, Silves and
iod is the main focus, yet stratigraphical
great interest and provide a wealth of
backdrop ofwar.
he first of which was entitled ..Mil Anos

500-1500" and was organised in
e Território na Península Ibérica

held in Obidos in 201072, have become
ing information about the most recent

periodT3

e Otganizaçáo do Território do Baixo Douro na
, F. J., and CASTRO VALDÉS, C. G, (ed.), Actas do

VilI-X, Territorio, Sociedad y potler. Reyista de
António M. de CarvaÌho, ,.Fortificaçôes 

e Vias
, in Fortifcações e Território na península Ibérica

o Porto do Ìv[editerrâ.neo,3 vols., Mértola, Campo

Catarino (see beÌow, the part on Merlieval Islamic

A socìedade de fronteíra no nrdoeste peninsular

eise. La vie rurale entre Tage et Guadiana de
IDEM, Le Peuplement Médiéyal dans le Sud

, and DEWULF, |oke, "Novos dados sobre o
X): Intewenção arqueológica no Cerro do Castelo

26t-280
ela-and the second by the Municipaliry of óbidos.
ted in: FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F. (coord.),



Ib4 'IFIE IIÌSTORIOGRAPHY OF MEDIEVAL pORTUGAL (c.

More than a hundred archaeological exclvationsTa
1980 and 2005 orr castles, walls, towers ancl loollout posts fro
some of which are ongoing projects. Twenty-nine contributio
medieval Portuguese fortifications were preserted at the 201

which shows how historical and archaeoÌogical r.esearch conti
castles, despite the meagre or inexistent finanr:ial support f:
recent years.

Ceramics

The "IV Encontro sobre Cer-âmica Medieval no Mediterrâneo
by the Campo Arqueológico de Mértola in I9E7 and the .,I I
Medieval e Pós-Medieval", held in Tondela in ]D92 rnarked t
era in Portugal for the study of medieval ceram c production
perception of itsr contribution to knowledge of handicrafts, d
goods, rnerchants and artisans, for understanding rural Ia
of the medieval city. The four Tondela conferences rvere int
extended the scope of research to encompass er.hno-a

aspects. The higlrlight of the frrst jornadas wiÌs the presen
coliection from dte Casa do Infante, from the thiÍteenth to fi
the first appraìsal of the studl' of medieval cer.arnics in the sou
by Rosa Varela Gomes76, lrúich included an orerview of the
ceramics from thLe fourteenth to sixteenth centuries. Other co1

for the high and late Middle .Ages, although thc:y were not al
those fi'om CascaisTT, Sintra, Barreiro (the Mata daMachadakil

A4ì1. Anos de FortiJìcaçoes na Península Ibérica e no À4agreb (S0tì-1500), Actas do
castelos fPalmela, 3-8 lr.pr. 2000], PaÌ'-ieJa, Ediçòes coÌibri / ciunara À4unicipal

u EADEÀ4,'Atqueología rnedieval em pottugal: duas décadas cle inr.est
n, s., r,ol. 26 (2005), pp. 1491,73. ArchaeoÌogical excavatiorrs r.Ìreans: escaval
surve)/1r.Ì9, tìl ol.t itorinÉj.

75 ÌìEAL, À4anr.rel Luís, et aÌ., "Cotjuntos cerâmicos da inten,eucão a

- Porto: Eleme'tos pa'a uma sequência lo'ga - sécuJos IV a )iÌX,,, i'Actas das
A4ediet'al e Pós-A4ediercl [Tondela 1992], To'dela, cârlar.a À4nr icipaì de Ton<Ìela, ì

^ GOX4ES, Rosa Var.eÌa, "Cerâmicas r.uedievais do Sr.rl dr: por.tugaì _ eual o
pp.293-302.

?' CARDOSO, Guilherme, and RODRTGUES, Severino, ,AÌguns tipos de
encoflrados enr cascaìs", in A cerârnica Ìtúcdietal no Medíterrfu co ocirlurtal or
Co'gress flisbon, Ì6-22 Nov 1978], Canpo Arqueoìógico de Mé-tola, À4értola, I99l

78 The latter was r:xcavated under the direction of CìáucÌi I Torres.
D LOPES, Gonçalo, CO\/ANEIRO, JaqueÌina, and CAVAIO, Sandra, ,.Clau

Análise dos nateriais cerâmicos e ía'nísticos provenientes <Le dois contextos
pp.31I-326.
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Evora and Madeira. A :ÊÍtr:enth-centu pottery was identified and excavated in
nd in Madeira, Élvio Sousa carried out
(fifteenth to seventeenth century) using

Ëvora, at the former Sepírlveclas palace,
a study of daily life in the ;ity of Nlachic
archaeological contexts where ceramics t ke on a key rolesr.

Collections from the Reconquest iod have been exhumecl and exalÌlined
in the Tagus and Sado riyer.basins _ pal ela, AÌcácer do Sal, Ahnada ancl Lisbons2
- with clear formal affinit es, which we n pinpoint as being from between the

thirteenth century. As regirrcls similar
ics from Arouca castle, from the ninth_

second half of the twelfth :entury ancl
periods in the north, a recent study ofcera
-tenth century to the twelftJt century, has acle an important contribution in terms
of defining northern ceram c collectionss3. From underwater finds (for instance, the
shipwrecks of Aveìro), we hirye iate med
of them i:ntact, fuom in situ :argoessa.

I and modern çeramic collections, some

The characterisation rtf production. the identification of clay pits ancl the
circulation of ceramic proc ucts have all ered great progress in recent years
through the use of mineralcgical, chemj and neutron actiyation analysesss

s0ALMEIDA, Sara, et aÌ., .A oÌaria quatrocentir
alqueológicas no antigo palácio dos Sepúlveclas (Évor

CHIERL, Tomas,
t Internacional de
5-986.

8l SOUSA, ÉÌvio D. M, Arqueolsgía da Ciclade de
XVI e XVil, fuIachico, CEAM / Câmar.a Municipal cle ÌvI

da porta_ cla AÌagoa: resultacios cÌas intervençôes
, .Arqueologìa Ìuledieval lMértolal, no. 1O (ZObS),
olaria da Porta da Lagoa enr Évor.a (Alfo Alenteio.
rámìca Ìvledievnl en el Mediterráneo, 1.2, CiuclacÌ_

achico. A constntção do euotidiano nos Sécttlos XV

PortugaÌ: duas décadas de investigaçlio,,, portugá\ia..., y
de Alcácer do Sal: um projecto d. *queoÌogiu orbn.ru,i
Arqueologia (Jrbana, no. 97, 110 (1994), pp. ZíZ_Z+Z,.Zet;
'Almada medieyal-moderna. Um pr.oj:ito d" irrvesiigoç
Alexandra, andAMARO, Clementi"",'C"rarni.", ão!

queoÌogia Náutica e Subaquática), led by Francisco
BETTENCOURT, José Anrónio, and CÀRVALHO,
;at.;: uma aproximação preliminar ao seu significado
50-51: Actas dela XVilI Reutúón lnternaiionnl de

287, aníBET'IENCOURT, José Ànl ónio, iA carga
tas do VIII Congresso Internacional de Cerômìía
de ArqueoÌogía MedievaÌ, 2009, p1\.g47_955.
gai at the Instituto de Técnologia Nuciear.

8'z FERNANDES, IsabeÌ Cristir a F., O Càstelo de

ico,2006.

, in BARROCA, Mário lorge, and FERNANDES,

râmica meclíevaÌ das escavações no Castelo de
tol, n. s., voÌ. 27 (2007), pp. 69-38

meLa..., and EÂDEM, 'Arqueologia meclieval em
371-325: PAIXÃO, António C., et a1., 

..O 
castelo

Bracara Augusta, vol. 45: Actas do III Encontro de
{BROSA, Armando, and ESPÍRÌTO SANTo, PauIo,
", AI-Madan,2nd ser., no. 1 Q992), p. t1; GASpAR,luu òsr,r tp. r \ry>z), p. I1; Li,\SPÂR,
XIII-XVdacidadede Lisboa,', in Actàs du Ve Conprès
en-Provence, 1 997, pp. 3 43 -3 44; G OMES, A na, eial.,



ú6 THE HISToRÌoctìÂpHy oF MEDTEVAL poRTUGAL (c. 1950_2010)

Finql considerations

Portuguese archaeology has increasingiy imp rsed on itself
approaches where interplaywith other disciplines and scie
studies of monuments and sites have functioned as a means of
of medieval archaeology and recognising the importance of

with clear-cut mutually beneficial advantages, The História
by |osé Mattoso (1992), dare<lgive it this value, with undenia
recognised and Í'ollowed by other.s.

Portuguese medieval archaeology has grown and has
to the diflerent vehicles of dissemination, r,r.hich deserve me't
Arqueologia Medi.et'al (Campo Arqueológico de Mértola),

large-scale recont;truction of history portuguese historiogr
gradually begun to incorporate archaeological <lata and arcl

Arqueologia de Almada), Reyista portuguesa & Arqueologìa
Arqueologia (defunct Instituto português de Arqueologia), I

Cristina F. (coords.), Pera Guerrear - Arm(ttnenío Medieval no E,;paço português,
(Lisbon and Palmela, Ap:.. to JuÌ. 2000), palmeÌa, Câmara MunicjpaÌ de palmela,.
cataÌogue, see tÌìe entÍies for pieces 8,9 and, 12,

(IPPAR - IGESIIAR), portugália (Faculdade d,: Letras _ Un
Arqueologia e História (Associação dos Arqueóhgos portugues
fronr various Meetings, some of which have ah<:ady been men
can add those of ljilves (published Inthe XELB) a.rd the ..Conq

Peninsular", the "VIII Congresso Internacionll de Estelas
arnong others; and the temporary exhibition cirtalogues,
Armamento Medieyal no Espaço portuguê (City Council of
Território e Poder (City Council of Tavira).

This blief summary would remain incortplete wit
medieval epigraphy studies: the corpus of Epigrafra Medieyal
by Már'io Barroca, published iri 2000 and the Cat,ilogo das inscr
território portuguê.s,by Maria Manuela Alves Dias and Catarina
published in2006, M. Barroca's rtork systemises our country,s
epigraphs, rvith some references to paleochristiar, Islamic and
Taking an archaeological and historical approach, the author
and cataloguing sl.stem that is not limited to relding the pi
complete historiographicai overview for each one. We are i
archaeologist for s;tudies on arrnaments and medjeval portus

_ 
M BARROCA, À4á:rio Jorge, 

,,Armarnento 
medieval português. Notas sobre a rmilita. das forças cristãs", in BARROCA, Már.io yorge, l,lONteIIiO, João Gour.eia, a

methodological
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One of the rnost unusual aspects oÍ the archae medievalÌrortugal lies in the virtual ,,clenja],, 
r,vith úhich the

It was seen as a núnor periocl, betr,rreen a. glorious ffiï1rew Pagel to silor,ying someceriìmlc I tìrat profès-sionals
vers rlnea tuaÌ dersert, Dtrvicl
set hims egsay Os árnbes nas obras cJe Ale:rqnLJreHerculqnoss, r,vith the f,rst sr-r rrmarv.

or of Birrcelosoe, and with ar.i.icles h
porttLguês. For its part, naiionaÌist histor
and others areas of inter.est. lhe Islamic
of major al.tention, especially as it contr
and only on, Christian valur,s. IrVhen David Lopes died, no one stepped in to fillthe breach between history atrd archaeologyi several clecades elapsed bef,rre Islarnicarchaeology emerged on the scie'tific ,"rãog.h stage. In particular, we Ìrac1 to r,vaitfor changes to be made in the way archar:oro$y was viewed and for a new generationof researchers to take on a der:isive and innotvative role in this area. .rhe 

t\rqueórogoPo,tuguês iLself lost its crriv,rn€ force, reaving 0. vacllum, ancl there was no -L,ortuguesepnblication to rival al-Andnltrs,whichr,rlo, .dli,"d in Spain from 1933 and became akey repository of data on for t he Islamic peribd in the Iberian peninsula.
This absence of archaeorogy on the grouncl explains i' large part .wÌry whe'ihe work subsídios parcr cr história cto Muleu Etnob;ico ;;-ir.^-ri,'r, de v,Tsconceros

IS L i\ ÀI IC .t IVP C ru rt I S r. T..r N Ì\,I E D I Ë VA L A lìC FÍ A Ii O L O G Y r6z

trslamaic Archaeology im n'ortugal

Introduction

v w,v v rLrtzv I LÇvLU5

::::^ï*rur 
d in 196-4, only a few references |o Islamic pieces rvere incÌucÌecr, one ofwhich was not even from this reriocle0

87 The first syntheses on Islam_ic :pigr.apÌrv in the cl.,"t. J._r- +r_^_ rr-^ r^,^

on tlrii topic, ec,ncEs, A.ir,"";;;;ï;ï,:^X"^";!Ï..1'.1 ÏJ,l; f 
ee' especirllv. tbr tÌre most co.uplt:te approai,ilï,,ìiË:ï,ï:ï:::JJ::::tl*:,lgígïi ,lí:;ií;";:";:;iiïiïlij,jlïïiìïï:,ìïll:;:Jìï:,,,lnstitrÌto por.trrguês de Muse's, rrla, pf ;);_;;;,';ri';';;'

s LOPES., David, "Os árabes
Lof Boletirt rtn \orr,..j-.,-"-::: ?ftt d: ÀÌerandrie I{ercuì -ro", Lisbon, I'rprensa Nac:ional. Ì9Ì1,c'ffprinL or Boletì,t c).a Segunrla crasse tJa Acaae-,. ar,, ,rri)iri.r'ï', ï,; ïïl"l:,liÌÌliïìi):

1928, v

,T,.i..,ii|ïï,f1,1.ï j::";:i::: 
^t^,,!:t!,,::p,r,,.(,t.a 

h..óüa rro hrttsetL Etttotógico,to r.)r. Leite rteVascon los,Li.sbon,rvlinrstéÃJ"Èaììrirïiï"ï'r'Jìí','or," rt orta do tutusetL Etttológico tlo nr' Leite de
1964, pp ZZ+-ZZ:;--'' 

"^"'vlerrv u4 LltuLdçtru r\aclonal / ur-recç -GelaÌ c o Ensino Snperior e das l3eÌas Aries,Ì964, pp 334-33:;.



ú8 THE r-ÌrsroRrocRApHy oF MEDÌIvAL poRTUGAL (:, 1950_2010)

It was only at the beginning of that decade, and as a

Castro da Cola advanced, that Islarnic times r,r,ere given at
Unfortunately, with the death of AbeÌ Viana (It\96_L964), and,
of information on the work carried out, much rf the inform
impossible to usee1.

The outlook began to change the follrwing decade
archaeological work led by Fernando de Ahnei<la and later
at Cerro da Vila ('Vilamoura / Loulé), a Roman site that saw
CalipÌrate periode2. Then, decisiveiy, publicatior began of the
na Espanha Arab, coordinated by António Borg:s Coelhoe3.
public could now read texts from the Islamic period (prima
Spanish and French editions), which had hitherto only been
of researchers.

When munic:ipalities were granted administrative auto
revolution, many places in the South set to dis<:overing their
Islamic period, ra'hich was a great unknown. Mértola and Si
of taifa kingdoms, were the first sites where frcm l97B work
dimension. This was due both to ongoing exctLvations and
enhancement programmes, as well as to the polential each sj
present moment, the widespread nature of Islamic archaeology
singÌe out anyparticular excavations. yetwhatwe rnayadd is that
paved the way for the "IV Congresso de Cerâmica Med.ieva
Ocidental"ea, which was held in Lisbon, and the a1>pearance of a
archaeology journal in l992es. This boost in the ,uea of Islam
possible the overview ofresearch in this area, reirlised in tlie
Islârnico: os últimos sinais do Mediterrâneo", which was oDen
Museu Nacional de Arqueologia in r99g and. r99lts6.As it is not

,l VIANA, Abel, l/ossa Senhora da CoIa _ notas históricas,
Alentejo, Beja, 1961, whe.re one can find a generic appr.oach; partial
Joaquim Ìigueira, Cerâmica muçulmana do Castto àì Norro Se,,horo
Ourique, 1992.

t MATOS, José Luís <le,__'Cerro da \rila. Escavações etr 1971,,, O Arqueó
voÌ. 5 (1971), pp.201-274; ÌDEM, "Cerârrica muçulmana do Cerro cìa Vila,,, in SfiVe,
(coords.), Cerâmica Mediewl no Med.iterrâneo Ocidental, Mérto a, Campo Arq
pp.429-4s6.

q COELHO, António Borges, portugal na Espanha Árrbe, Lisbon, Seara
successive re-editions.

q SILVA, Luís, an,l MATEUS, Rui (coords .), A cerômìca melíeyal no

, 
esArqueologiaX4ediet,al,publishedr,,,ithscientificcoordinat 

onbytheCampo
eleven editions edited up to the end of2010.

, - .. 'u MÁCÌAI, Sanriago, and TORRES, Cláudio (coords.), portugal L
Mediten âneo, Lisbon, Museu Nacional de ArqueoÌogia, 199g.
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aÌ[ the meetings ;rnd colloqrria thtrt have ta]ken place in portugal, r,ve caÍÌ highlight,
clue to their regr-rlarity and rerevance, the "Encontros de r\rqLr-eoÌogia clo Algarve,,ozand the "Encoiltros cle Arqueoiogia clo suclbeste peninsular,,es. Islarnic irrchaeology
has been given an important. fbctis trt both.

Investigations trlready completecl arld those in progress have yielcÌed :rnappreciabie number of master's clissertati{ns ancl doctoraÌ theses, inLpossible toenunterate hereee' l{or'vever, the work of synlthesis clone by chr-istoph"^ Iricarcl on theGharb stancls out, being the nost comprehçnsiye ancl rigolor-rs in its appre.çft'ro.

Te,rritory, agrarion areas an,l roed sludies

studies on the former territo :ies of the 13htrfb al-an.laìLs, wÌrich h:rve been carrieclout from what are conventionafly classifilecl geo-historicaÌ spaces, have barery
scratched the surface. If we a Jcl the urban trie'd of IsÌamic ar.chaeology in portr-rgal
to t.he inacleqrÌacy of surveyirLg in ma'y r'r{r areas, we rargely find the explanation
for this shortcoming.

For administlative reasfns, studiers eflcÌ'p being on a municipaÌ lever. Thearchaeological maps that ha'e been crrilwn up over recenr years in unsysternatic
fashion do noi, taken togethr:' approach the regional level. Sturclies on territoriesthat focus on their settlement dynamic are f{w and far between. The time that suchwork requires' the money involved in prospeEtion ancr, increasingly, the ;rrs5s1i1q e1universitywork, have made it trver more cl ffictrlt to carry out such"holistic overviews.
The most complete and conseq uentiai stu,ly lvias that undertaken by HeÌena catarino
on the leeward side of the Algarver0r. The auühor connected the data fronr diflerent

and the respective

a str-rcty of mayor im1 ï:ï::ï
country. l4/e may ad )ns, more

lursLv-rrleal tn approach, sttch a$ that of Rcsa varela Gomes in the SiÌves feJlionÌO2, or

'7 Eight edìtions rÌp to 20Ì0 _ pro(jee
e3 Five editions up to 20Ì0 _ pioce ed
ve The list of tÌtese doctoraÌ theses is

roaster's disseÍttìtions are availirble in the c ltaÌogue of tÌr
PICAI|D, Chrìstophe, Le portugnl ÌvIustLlr

Lt'ominatiott islanticpte, par.is, ÌvIaisolnel', n" & Loro.",
L0ì CATA.RÌNO, Helena, ,.O Algi.r:ve OrientaÌ dur

Ìlrcintos t-or.tificaclos", Al -(Jlyn, no.6, 3 vr,ls, (rg97-rgg8). 
tafte a ocupação islâfirica - povoamento rural e

r0r GOMF:S, Rosa Vare ,.SiÌves (Xelb), una
TrtbnLhos de ArtltLeologin, tto. , Lisbon Instituto po
uma cida<le do Gharb al Andalus: aalcâçr>:,a",tn.Ii.abn
d.: Arqueologia, 2003; EADEÌvI, .,SiÌves (Xelb), uma
'l',,abnlhos de Arqueologin, no. 44, Lisbon,Instituto por.
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my own woïk, focussing on the Mértola areaÌo:,. Maria da

a nìatter on \,vhich we lack detailed information. ïris is the ,.n
observed in sites such as Cerro da ViÌaroi, Montin ho das Laranj
Monte da Cegonha],0, etc. The data provided by ar:haeology are
this pattern generaìly.

on the Beja region, though centr.ed on the Roraan periocl,
of the utmost iurportance in terms of knowledge of Islamic
sunounding the city'0a. More recently, and witÌr the objectiv
rand anaiysi projec'i*"; i;;;";;ffiffi ;ïï;1""*

FoÌlowing moders tested in the east of tire peninsura,
analysed the outer fortifications of Castelo BeÌi:rho, an e.ssiay
unfortunately not continuedÌ06, nor followecl by rlther archae

The different forms of occupation in luraÌ areas Ìargeiy
sites so far identified and excavated do however permit us to o
the southern lancls into tr,r,o major groups:

1. That of tlLe, former villre, which were not abandoned, t
functioned until the Islamic period was comprete,y different to t
late Ernpire. FrequLently in late Antiquity, a ,e.t,t, of the pars
for a Christian church. In the Islamic per.ìod, the way ,puá, *.
us to see that life was frugal, though in general tÌLis ceased in t
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rtu OLIVEÌRA, Luis fllipe, ,.U'ra 
fortificaçáo islâmica fo *.r"ro'ã" iiAr Et e o lo gi a À[ e di et al, nct. 6 (19g 9), pp. 39 _ 46.

transit betl,r'een tlLe AÌentejo and the Algarve. A aeological work,

o.,#,i1ï;JâS' 
santiago' t14ér'tola'le rlernietport ctela tvtéditerruráe,3 voÌs., À,4ér , Campo Arqueoìógico

Ìor LOPES, Maria da co'ceição, Á cidatle rontana d.e Beja. percursos e debatesIr'lla' coirnb'a' Ìnstituto de ArqueoÌogia da FacuÌcÌade de Letras d : coirnbra, 2003.

ï lj,lïilll Tlg,;l l,Ìi .g,li.TGÉ, 
Mathizu, ..prcn 

iè::es connées ar crréoÌo g

rq TEICHNER, Félix, ..Cerro 
da \riÌa

Al-Artdalus. Espaço de nntdança. BaLan.ço de
ArqueoÌógico de À4értola., iÌ006, pp. 123_139.

(Aigarve Por.tugal)
25 anos de história e

- aÌdeia do nrar.

r08 COUTINHO, Hé.lder, ..Cerámica 
muçuÌmana do Montiniro das Laranje,iras,,no 2 (1993), pp. 39-5; IDaÀ4, "os buvut do iraontinrio ãu, Laror;"irus (AÌcoutirn) _ escno. 4 (200-3), pp.26s-278.

at queologia nt

At queologi a Med iet,al,
vaçôes de 2000", Xelb,

ocupaçãoval,..no. 3 (1994), pp.89-100; SIDARUIi, AdeÌ, andromanas no GÌrarb al-AnclaÌus,,, Árqueol.ogia iiediet,al, rro.5 IIOOZ) pp. líZ-tSllr0 LOPES, Maria da Conceição, á citJade roma.na cìe Beia,..: site 457.

NER, FéIiX,
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especially the excavations Alcaria Lonsa r, PoltelalÌr and Odeleiters, have shown
how close housing models i^/ere lo those t
in terms of the size of the lLouses and the

ay in the Atlas and Rif areas - namely
r lay out around an open patio. To some

extent, the archaeology worrld bear out t ethno-historical approaches of Cláudio
TorÍesrÌÍ, but the incipient rLature of the work does not alÌow us to do any moïe
than indicate the usefulness and interest t the suggestion. |ames Boone,s studies
confirm the occupation ofthese rural si over several centnriesr rs.

Also in rural areas, ore can see Iron Age sites were reoccupied in the
Islamic period. In these smiúl hamlets, t

Fortifications end urb&n arzas

The studyoffortifications has increased so what over the last two decades. This has
largelybeen due lo the efforts oFlsabel Cri ina F. Fernandes in organising colloquia

neanÌr7 and through her archaeologicalon fortifications in the Western Mediter

repeat previous designs (cf. the Fernão Va

work at Palmela castle, whi<:h underlined
its uninterrupted occupatiorr orrer the cou

AÌgarve Oriental. Primeiros resuÌtadc s arqueológiios,,,
"O povoado rural (qarya) dos Alcariaj s de Odeleite',, V;

. 
rrTTwo internationai symposia Jtave taken pÌace on

there ale published proceedings from :he former: Fernan,

r'' CORREIA, Fernando Branc,r, and PICARD. C
Iuromenha: primeiros resultados", Ar4ueologia Medieval,

structlues of new habitations frequently
site)rr6.

e site's archaeological importance and
of timerr8.

Much archaeological ryork on the upation of urban sites in the Islamic
without direct relation to how to read

period is carried out inside the fortificati
the walls or their developm<:nt. This g

'TT LU 1IUW LU IgA(l

includes the digs in progress at Moura
castle, those underway in IuromenharÌe or at Lisbon castler20. Archaeological

rÌr BOONE, lames, "The third season of excr
(1993), pp. 177-1s2.

t u PIRJìS, Alexandra, and FERI.EIRA, MuÌize,
Xelb, no. 4 (2003), pp.279-306.

at Alcalia Longa", Arqueologia Medieval, no.2

islâmico de Portela3: resultados preliminaries,,.

I'i SAÌ\ÌTOS, FiÌipe João Carvalho dos, "O islâmico cios Alcarìais de Odeleite. IJma qarya no
ontorin,4th yr., no.4 (2006),pp. t6l-265; IDEM,

sca,2ndser., no. 2 (2008), pp. 5Tl-S8g
ì'4 TORRES, Cláudio, "Uma ve ha cuÌtura serren

Alentejo, Mértola, Câmara Municipal cle Mértola, 19g4,

", LnLUZIA, Ãngela, Mantas tradicionais do Baixo

t's BOONE, James, "Tribalism, r:thnicíty, andislam
resuÌts of investigations into transitio lal period (AD 5
pp. 752-176; IDENI, Lost Civilization: !ìpain and portugal Co nteste d Islamic P ast, Londorl, Duckworth. 2009.

rró CORREIA, VirgíÌio Hipólito, Cola - circuit:o íco, Lisbon, Instituto Português do património
Arquitectónico, 2002, p. 4I Similar trer d in Alto da in Palmela - FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., O
Castelo de Palmela...,2004, pp. 27 9 -286. ( )ccupations ofthe kind are known of irr sites like Cabeço de Vaiamonte.

stÌes: in Palmela in 2000, and in óÌridos. in 2010.

rË FERNANDES, Isabel Cristina F., O Castelo de

, ''Intervenção arqueológica no castelo de
1 (Iee2),pp.71-89.rr GÂSPAR, Alexandra, and GOMES, Ana...O stelo de S. Jorge - da fortaleza isÌâmica à alcáçova

45-62.

tionín the Baixo Alentejo ofPortugal: prelíminary
i0) rural settÌements", EraArqueológica, a e002j,

-' ) - ="ai
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work on Beja castle has defined the city limits but, for reasons
of the archaeologist ïesponsible, cannot be continuedr2r. ïre r

for having allowed us to re_read the upper pa::t of the City
note the existence of an oriental_inspired structuÍe, was moi
catarino's excavation at the patio of the university in coiinbr
of Mértola, occupation of the byzantine_type defensive strucr
to have continued up to the mid-ninth centurf2,, while part <

unearthed inside the fortress, showed signs of o<:cupation the
Excavations at SiÌves yielded important results o,, ui"u, of habi
part of the city yet addedlittle to existingknowledge of the cityw
the recent work of Maria /osé Gonçalves on the luter wail áf t
whose evolution she has managed to define tho::oughly, shouì
Particularly interesting is the interpretation ofsantarém fortress
is related to its role in levying taxesr26.

The most consistent results have come from works in rural

Mathieu Grangé has undertaken wprk on Alferce c astle in the
which was populated in the fifth / bixth centuries rmd became a
abandoned in the earlytenth century'ze.Mârioand Rosa Varela
Belinho castle, another rural fortification, although :he results are

lï'11-.,"1j::0"';ïu:1":1 " 
*" 

ïtudo", 
in FERNANDES, Ìsabet Cristina F. (coord.),

pp.397-404; SERRAS, Sviana, Castelo de São Jorge _ núcleo museo,ógico, Lisbon,
l,r LOPES, Maria da Conceição, A cidade romana de Beja..., pp. 157_163.
", PIMENTEL, Ântónio Filipe, Á morada da sabedoria _ ). O paço ReaI de

i:::i::"i:::t:::uniyersidade, s.i Arnedina,20os, fp. ,ra_zre, rargelyfrom the dIed by Helena catarìno. Atso see.cATÂnrNo, netená, õ;.;rri;'ãtuïïlr_"
Paderne: urna primeira ab ordagem',, Xelb,"o. s (zoOe),ip.2Bl_298.

r'?3 MACIAS, Sar-ttiago, Mértola, Ie dernier port de Ia Méditert anée..., pp. 359_3(
!24 CANDÓN MORALES, Alicia, et aÌ., .,Mértola 

en torno ,ü afio 1000,,, in ÁArqueologiaMedie'alEspafrola,vol.2,s.l.,f;";;è;r;ilh;;iãr,;;,';;."r;;:r;;
rA GONÇALVES, Maria José, Sllves islâmíca _ a muralha do ar.rabalde orie

!c!!y1i ao upaço adjacente, unpubÌished master,s dissertation in Theory andFCHS-UALG,2009.

include the excavation in Mesas do Castelinho, an Iron Age site
Islamic period where there was a hpman presence up to the Calil
the dig at castelo velho in Alcoutirp, whifh was ar i^mportant lr
Guadiana, with various walled perimeters and are,rs of habitati

th FERNANDES, Isabel Cristiana F. (coord.), MiI anos defortilìcaçõa.s..., p. 55.

Mes :ação omíada no

FÁB 93), pp, 8s-r02; G
:ão rural islâmicaFER ir alos de fortifcações..., pp. lzl_lií.*---u^r^Krl\rr, rlerena, ..u Alsarve or1"p,11ãí."í" ïï;;;;r"r: ;í*íï. , nn.rD MEULEMEESTER, Jhonny de, GRA+JGÉ, Mathizu, and DEWULG, Ioke, 
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what vre know of Íbrti frcations refers [argeÌy to the walls of the AÌm ohad periocl,
particuÌarly the betler-presr)rved complexes sr_Lch as those of paderÌìeÌro anal Siivesrr'
In two places, Elvas ancl Faro, z\rmohacl-dra gates coexist with earÌier ones (tenth_
-eleventh centlrïies), which would seem to pear out the hypotrresis that uíban spaces
were revitalisecl during this periocÌr32. \Me also have analyses of sites like AÌbufeir.ar33,
Aljezurl3a, cacelzrL35 or'ravi"a'6, r,v.ith suggestions about the layoLrt of the walls ancl
tr chronology of occupation of particuiar [nterest are facinta Bugalhão,s stuclies on
Lisbon as they inclnde in tlLeir researc:h dj]flerent components of-.rrbnn reaÌity in a
patchwork of data thal has Irrovicìecl increasingly robust conclnsions,.z.

In a city like Elvas, and without ceLrryilng out archaeological woÍk, r1,rç now havefairly on ho,,v the fbÍtifications in Ervas deveropecl, thanks to
the st o correiaL,s, wiro has now wide'ecl his investigations [o
take i

Ìn general terms, and e s far as rirban preas aíe concernecl, we seelo to cliscern
different rhythms and dynamics that co'rgsponcl directly with the times at which
each of the cities was most flourishins.

Structure:; of knbitatian

Initially (between the late 191'0s ancl the earlf, 1990s), archaeological work 
'neartheclappreciable ceramic finds, terLtaiivelydated, fet revealing nothing of substance about

the structrres of habitation cf the islarnic pbriod. we had to wait for the number of

povoamento alto-medieval na Serra c1,: Nlonchique .., pp. 26I_2g0

;^::*,riy:,,^ïïr"ï:),"-?-,,i:ï': l"^jiu..,.l_1o^l!"1,.,1: _resuÌtaclos cÌa pr.imeira interverÌçãoarqueológica". Arqueologia tutedievnl, 
'o. 3 (1994), pp.73_87: CATARINO, ,r",.,.,",ïïã'iï,iËi5:ï:ï:i"vestígios cìo u|banismo isliimico nc castelo ae Paa"r'fre' r-rrla pr.imeira aborclasem,,- xclh nn (, bì^Ã\plimeira aborclagem", Xelb, no 6 (2006),

Pp. 28t -298 u \zuuu,
rJ' Go.ÌvIES, Rosa varela, "Silv:s (XeÌb), u'ra cicl{rde clo Gharb aÌ-Anclahrs: a trlctiçova.,.; EADEM,"Silves (Xelb), nna cidade clo Gharb al-Anclalus: o núcleo urbano...

of !:^:.i:^,,!:,,*,,:liil:::.,, ,ff!!"*x,,k siècte)...,pp. 78_81; for Far,r see rhe rvork

be '::;ií,::r!:.*"b (7't1-124e)' Faro, universidade cÌo ÀÌgarve, 2007, rvhich has

FERNÀNDES, IsabeÌ Cristina F. (coorrl.), ÌvIil anos cLz forttfr.çõrr...:;;.-;;;;í;rr l SILVA, Carìos Tava1es d1. GC, vtES R n<, t1, ""t" Ï, r-, --,...-^ ..^^.. r!- r

rì GOr\,IES, Ìvlário Varela, "Castelo de Albutèira: novos co.tributos para o seu conhecimento", in

,; 
j ..Ji;S|,]3.,ïï":.:: 11;f.l,,vÍES, 

Rosa veLr.elo, J,p.i.,..iros 
'estLÌtactos 

cttrs escavações arqueotógicasno Castelo de Aljezur", ibid .,pp.347_3:i6

,"Ï*ft)-Ïro:1t:1*::,andÀtARQUES, Joiio Nulno, "Contrib*to ao estudo da ocupaçiio islâ;rica cteCacela Velha", Xelb, no 9 (2009), pp. 5t9-S7B
rr" ÌvlAÌ.4, lV[rnrrcÌ. "ivlur.alhas sÌârric. de.ìhvir.q,,, in Tnvirn _

Ìvrunicipar a" r",i.^ /vì,,,""'^ï"."ÍÌ, ;'Jï:ï ;:rll:;!Jr;,'ïrii'i{i; .te' 
i'irório e poder, Lisbon, càmara

Ìr? BUGALHÃo, JacirÌta, "Lisb02 Islâmica: urr-ra ::eal jdacle em co'trução", X elb, no.9 (2009),pp 377-391

,,.0",r,ìato,i[ïï'rlïr']""0" 
Branc.' Elvas na Idarle rri'Íádl,r, master's dissertation in NÍedjevat Histor1,,
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aïchaeological excavations to mLÌltiply and for the areas of ex
sites to expand to begin to have reasonabÌy safe readings.

The most distinctive resu.lts came first from Mértola and
it was possible to excavate a neigirbourhood built in the seco
century, from which was obtained an interpretation of the road
the measurements of one ancl a half dozen dwellings. These
of urban houses from al-AndaÌus (houses laÌd out around a

co'structìon a'd simpÌicity of the applied soiutrons rrrere not those
social classl3e' The same courd be said of the houses i'the fishing
Silves, the excavation concentrated initially on the lbrtress, *h"r"
complex was identifiedlar, after which a sizeable part of the subu

The Ìayout observed in these houses, one v,ith a lone his
archaeology, would later be repeated with nuance,, and variãdon
the total area) in rlifferent urban excavations, Thl 611ss that sta
importance and fcrr having been published are those in Salirra3,
and Lisbonra6. The construction systems do nor. vary much

period. ïre enigm,a of the Emirate and Caliphate houses rerrLai
have their contentsr, but generally rvÌthout legible sLructures cor
and without defined chronoloqies.

rúMACIAS, Santtago,Mérfola, Iedernierpotf tJelafuIéditettanée.. ,pp.379_39
r'0 LoPES, virgíÌio, and GoÌvIES MARTINEZ, Susana, ,,o 

arrabaÌde r.ibeir-ürìrodo espaço perrurbano da cidade e't:'e a Antiguìdade Tardia e o Per.íodo i.tarni.ol,(2008), pp. 690-697.

, ^^ . _:u'GOMES, 
Rosa Varela, .,Sih,es (Xelb), unra cidade do GÌrarb aÌ_Ar.r<Ìaìus: ar+ò - 1JJ.

T4'?SANTOS, 
José tÌa Cosra dos, ABRANCHES, pauìa,,.O arrabalde da SiÌves

"rn*"1Íïif: :',ïX"#l**:"^d o,casÍelo',, Arque.ologia Mediet,ar.no. 1 1 (2010), ;;.

_ . 
ì{s.9ovANEIRo, 

Jaquerine, and cAVACo, Sa'dr.a, ,.casas 
srârnicas do ó"..u- Tavira. Notíciaprelimirar",ArqtLeologia A4ediet,al,no.9 \2005),pp.77,82.

rry GOMES, Rosa Varela, "Sil'es (XeÌb), uma ciclade clo Ghar r aÌ_A'daÌus: a alc
r!8 SERRA, Susana, CasÍelo de São lorge _ núcleo ntuseológica,Lisbon, EGEAC,
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